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Application No. ' Applicant(s)
R | 10/735,885 © | NISHI ET AL:
Office Action Summary [Examin r ‘ ' Art Unit
' Julie-HuyenL.Ngo . 2871

-- The MAILING DATE of this communicétion abpears on the cover sheet with lthe ¢ rrespondence address --
Period for Reply '

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM -
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. ‘

Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed

after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. . . . ) )
- Ifthe period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely.
- I NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum ‘statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication, «
- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). ’ . :

Status

)] Responsive to communicafion(s) fledon ____ -
2a)[] This action is FINAL. 2b)l] This action is non-final. A ‘
3)0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal rriatters, proseéutioh as to the merits is
~ closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 C.D. 11, 453 O.G. 213.

Disposition of Ciaims y
'4)X) Claim(s) 11 and 12 is/are pending in the application.
4a) Of the above claim(s) ___- " is/are withdrawn from consideration.
51 Claim(s) is/are allowed. ' o
6)IX] Claim(s) 11 and 12 is/are rejected.
7)J Claim(s) _____is/are objected to.
8)L] Claim(s) ____ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement.

Application Papers
9)IX] The specification is objected to by the Examiner. - ' o o
10)[X] The drawing(s) filed on 16 December 2003 is/are: a)[X] accepted or b)[] objected to by the Examiner.
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in‘abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a).
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d).
11)[] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152.

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119

12)[X] Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f).
a)X] Al b)[J Some * ¢)[] Noné of: . ' ‘
1.[ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received.
2.Xl Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 09/799.985.
3.[J Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)).
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received.

Attachment(s) .

1) IX] Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) ] Interview Summary (PTO-413)

2) [[] Notice of Draftsperson’s Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. _____ .

3) X Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) L] Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152)
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 12/16/2003. : 6) D Other: .
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DETAILED ACTION
Speciffcétion
| The title of the in'\_)entiOn is not desériptive. A new tiflé is required that is clearly’
indicative of the invention to which the claims are directed. :
* Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102
The followiné is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that

form the basis for the rejectiohs under this section made in this Office action:

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an intérnational application
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent.

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American I‘nventors' Frotection Act
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical |
Amendments Act bf 2002 do not apply when the refere‘nc'é isa u.s. patent resulting
directly or in‘directlyv from an international application filed before November 29, 2000.
Thereforé, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior
, toAthe amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)).

- Claims 11 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by
Sano et al. (US 5694188A). |
Sano et al. discloses a liquid crystal electro-optical device comprising: |
e a pair of substrates 1/17, at Iéast one of said pair of substrates being

transparent;
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 a light modulating layer inteposed between the pair of substrates, said
light modulating layer including a liquid crystal, an optically active
substance, and a dichroic dye; and |

e applying means 10 (comb-shaped wall electrode) for applying an electric
field in a direction parallel with the pair of substrates. |

Conclusion |
- The prior art made of record and not relied upon is c0nsidéred pertinent to
applicant's disclosure.
US 5559615 A discloses a polymer dispersed liquid crys‘tabl disp'lay device
comprising a. cholesteric liquid Crystal., which is a guest-host type liquid cfystal
containing a dichroic dye added to the cholesteric liquid crystal, the dark display
becomes dark, thereby increasing the contrast of an image, wherein said bolymer
disperéed quui(j crystal film cohtrols scattering, absorption, and} transrﬁission of inbident
light in accordance with an applied electric field to display an image. .
* us 5528392 A disclosés an optical mbdulétion m_ea.ns having a guest-host liquid
crystal modulates the incident light intensityvby a change in the light absorbance based
on the orientation of the dichroic dye molecules. The light absorbance differs
depending on the type of dichroic dyé, and it is possible to fabricate a device for
enhancing the contrast of the image and a device for suppressing the same by
selecting the dichroic dye. | |
US 4396250 A disclose a multilayer guest host quUid crystal display without -

polarizers.
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Contact Information

Any'inquiry concerning thié communication or earlier cbmmuﬁications from the
Examiner should be directed to Julie-Huyen L. Ngo whose telephone humber is (671)
272-2295. The Examiner can nor‘mally' be reached on T-Friday.

If attempts to reach'fhe Examiner by telepﬁone are unsucce/s‘sful, the EXaminer’s
Supervisor, Mr. Robert H. Kim can be réached at (571) 272-2293.

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this a'pplicétion or
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose tevlep‘hoAne number is (571‘) 272-

1562.

May 12, 2004 | o - Jule Huyon L. Vgo
: Patent Examiner
Art Unit 2871
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